Evolutionary aspects of GPI metabolism in kinetoplastid parasites.
There is a growing, but still very patchy, data base of GPI structure, biosynthesis and function. In this article we speculate freely on the function of GPI anchors, and the origins of GPI-related molecules, primarily with reference to the protozoan parasites Trypanosoma brucei and the Leishmania. The views expressed draw on fairly wild extrapolations and some will, no doubt, not stand the tests of time. Several of the hypotheses presented should therefore be taken with a pinch of salt, some lemon, and large quantities of tequila!